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“Back then, you just
didn’t say the word cancer,”
said McGraw. “Then, some
people would say, ‘Well, I
only had one treatment, so [
shouldn’t be out there with
those that really suffered.’

“But I keep telling them,
year after year, once you hear
the word cancer, you start
surviving that day. It doesn’t
matter if its five years or 50
years, everybody’s battle is
different.
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Turnout was strong for the 2019 Relay For Life, which is

celebrating 25 years in Union County.
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“What I love about this
event is it brings everybody
together, and you get to hear
the different conversations,
see the hugs, the tears, the
laughter.”

With music provided by
DJ Dez and Union General
Hospital as the Presenting
Sponsor, Friday’s festivities

got underway with the opening
of the Kids Korner and the
Survivor Picnic.

Later, entertainment
was provided by local singer/
songwriter Scott Mark, along
with the Mountain Liners
Dance Group.

The Opening

Ceremonies began at 6 p.m.

Union General Hospital was the Presenting Sponsor for the
2019 Relay for Life. L-R: Hospital Administrator Leslie Daniel
receiving recognition from local Relay representatives Mia
Crowe, Kristen Petrillo and Olive Pendleton.

Photo by Todd Forrest

Let the games begin at the Old Courthouse on the Square

The Blairsville Scottish
Festival and Highland Games
kicks off with the “Ceilidh
(Kay-lee) on the Square” on
Friday night, June 7, 2019. It
will be entertaining, exciting,
and fun! At 6:30-7 p.m., out-
side the Old Courthouse on the
lawn, there will be our local
hometown Appalachian Saint
Andrew’s Pipes and Drums
Band, led by Pipe Major Rich-
ard Smith.

Inside the Historical So-
ciety, upstairs, at 7 p.m., solo
artist, Colin Grant-Adams will
present his enthusiastic, high-
energy, professional and ar-
tistic Scottish performance of
guitar and song. His captivat-
ing repertoire, delivered with
his powerful tenor voice, and
fiery quick guitar promises a
traditional, authentic Scottish
sound. Colin Grant-Adams is
known nationally as well as in-
ternationally, and has recorded
many CDs.

Also, Bob Valentine,
stand-up Scottish comedian,
cleverly weaves old-fashioned
Scottish stories into modern
day culture, sandwiched be-
tween much humor. Bob has

Colin Grant-Adams

a CD of Scottish stories, “I’ll
Take the Low Road.”

Plan on this Friday night
kick-off to the Blairsville
Scottish Festival and High-
land Games, then attend our
family-friendly amazing event
at Meeks Park on Saturday
and Sunday, June 8 & 9, 2019
Friday night admission is free
(limited seating at the Histori-
cal Society). A two day ticket
for BSFHG at Meeks Park,

Bob Valentine

purchased on Saturday, is only
$25 for the entire weekend
(adult), or $15 per day. Ages
12 and under are free admis-
sion, so bring your whole
family and enjoy all or part of
this exciting 14th year of our
Blairsville Scottish Festival
and Highland Games! See our
website at http://www.blairs-
villescottishfestival.com/ to
plan your days’ activities in
advance! See you there!

and featured the Survivor Lap,
the Caregiver Lap, the Team
Parade with Banners Lap, and
the Kids’ Take it to the Track
Lap, which is the children’s
walk for cancer.

Honorary Grand
Marshals Odetta Colwell and
Carla Colwell Drake led the
2019 Survivor Lap.

Entertainment resumed
with the Blairsville School of
Dance Cloggers, the Shady
Grove United Methodist
Church Bluegrass Band, the
Carlton Shaw Memorial Bare
Legs Contest, and the Ladies
Costume Contest.

The Luminary Service
began after sunset to represent
everyone touched by cancer

with a luminaria. Each light
represented a life — either a
loved one taken by cancer, a
cancer survivor, or the support
for a person still fighting the
disease.

According to McGraw,
Relay For Life also focuses
on prevention while providing
education and helping to bring
about lifestyle changes.

“Fifty years ago, the
surgeon general came out and
said smoking is bad, and today,
less than 20% still smoke,”
she said. “We’re still battling
other issues as times change,
but there has definitely been
a healthy change in people’s
habits and lifestyles.”

& LocaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming|through|Finishing, HouseiSlabs;
~ Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored/ Concrete: Top Quality,Work!
Big Jobsiand/SmallfJobs!

Serwng North Georgla since1997/<Insured. |

Call 706-781-1806

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHAWNS HOMEFURNISHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209

FREE
DELIVERY!

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun

Randolph Jones

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
f Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE,
@“L —ViRy
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
@ Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tichk Dip
o More $ervices Available

(706)-487-0686

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

> 70604002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResidential

_ Southeast Geothermal

& Spray Foam
706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Horse GCamp
-mdl> Trackrock Stables b@

Combine the beauty of the
mountains with a complete

>
> .
horseback experience

706-745-5252
Spring & Summer Camp open to kids

ages 7-17. Advance reservations

required. *Ask about our locals discount.* WwWW.Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

OTHERS
PROMISE

E, Trust
d) Integrity
) Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT

\/

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

%
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Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile

Live Oak Pro.Lawn Care

Let the Pros at Live Oak Pro Take Care of all
Your Lawn Care needs, and more!

» Licensed, Bonded & Insured
+ References
+ Residential & Commercial
CALL NOW FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!
828.557.0612 | 706.400.0033

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,
Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

SOUTHERN HVAC, LLC

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALIST

706-400-2574 ’%E{

LICENSED AND INSURED
SALES, SERVICE, INSTALL

Ford ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC + 888.614.8940
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

SIACKY JONE

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




